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agent, ruled absolutely at Xeres over the prep-
aration of the wines: and, by insisting always
on the maintenance of their purity and qual-
ity at the highest attainable standard, gave the
house a position which was only in part ex-
pressed by its standing, until Mr. Domecq's
death, always at the head in the list of importers.
That list gave only the number of butts of wine
imported by each firm, but did not specify their
price; still less could it specify the relation of
price to value. Mr. Domecq's two or three
thousand butts were, for the most part, old wine,,
of which the supply had been secured for half a
century by the consistent prudence of putting
the new vintages in at one end of cellars some
quarter of a mile long, and taking the old vint-
ages out at the other. I do not, of course,,
mean that such transaction was literally ob-
served; but that the vulgar impatience to " turn
over " capital was absolutely foresworn, in the
steady purpose of producing the best wine that
could be given for the*highest price to which,
the British public would go. As a rule, sherry
drinkers are soundly-minded persons, who do
not choose to spend a guinea a glass on any-
thing; and the highest normal price for Mr.
Domecq's " double-cross" sherry was eighty
pounds a butt; rising to two hundred for the
older wines, which were only occasionally im-e orod, reached no higherand quality,
